Twenty-first Sunday After Pentecost

October 18, 2026 : 9:30 a.m.

ST. ANDREW’S LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA)
1100 E Murdock Ave. Oshkosh, WI 54901



Twenty-first Sunday After Pentecost

P: Pastor A: Assisting Minister L: Lector C: Congregation/All
* Invitation to stand
Prelude

Welcome and Announcements

* Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,

who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.

C: Amen.

P: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.
P: Compassionate God,
C: we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.
Creation groans from overuse.
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love
to others.
Turn our hearts back to you.
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,
following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.
P: Hear this good news:
We have peace with God through * Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation,
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.
C: Amen.



* Gathering Hymn: Dearest Jesus, At Your Word ELW 520
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all  good liv - ing come but by  your gra - cious giv - ing.
songs may please you, as  with grate - ful hearts we praise you.
earth a - wait you, till in heav’'n with praise we greet you.

Text: Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619-1684, sts. 1-3; Gesangbuch, Berlin, 1707, st. 4; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, adapt.
Music: LIEBSER JESU, WIR SIND HIER, Johann R. Ahle, 1625-1673

*The Apostolic Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.



* Kyrie (Congregation sings refrain; Assisting Minister sings verses)
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.



* Hymn of Praise

Kefrain
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* Prayer of the Day

A: Let us pray. Sovereign God,

C: raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your image; created
for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 45:1-7

The prophet announces that Cyrus the Persian emperor is the one the Lord has
anointed to end Israel’s exile. The Lord makes this choice so that the whole world will
recognize this Lord as the only God. Persia had a god of light and a god of darkness;
the Lord claims sovereignty over both light and darkness.

L: Areading from the book of Isaiah.

! Thus says the LoRD to his anointed, to Cyrus,
whose right hand | have grasped

to subdue nations before him
and to strip kings of their robes,

to open doors before him—
and the gates shall not be closed:

1 will go before you
and level the mountains;

| will break in pieces the doors of bronze
and cut through the bars of iron;

*1 will give you the treasures of darkness
and riches hidden in secret places,



so that you may know that it is |, the LORD,
the God of Israel, who call you by your name.
“ For the sake of my servant Jacob
and Israel my chosen,
| call you by your name;
| give you a title, though you do not know me.
°>| am the Lorp, and there is no other;
besides me there is no god.
| arm you, though you do not know me,
®so that they may know, from the rising of the sun
and from the west, that there is no one besides me;
| am the LorDp, and there is no other.
1 form light and create darkness,
| make weal and create woe;
| the LorD do all these things.

L: Word of God. Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 96:1-9

A: Sing to the Lord a new song;
sing to the Lord, all the earth.

C: Sing to the Lord, bless the name of the Lord;
proclaim God’s salvation from day to day.

A: Declare God’s glory among the nations
and God’s wonders among all peoples.

C: For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised,
more to be feared than all gods.

A: As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols;
but you, O Lord, have made the heavens.

C: Majesty and magnificence are in your presence;
power and splendor are in your sanctuary.

A: Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples,
ascribe to the Lord honor and power.



C: Ascribe to the Lord the honor due the holy name;
bring offerings and enter the courts of the Lord.

A: Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;
tremble before the Lord, all the earth.

Second Reading: 1st Thessalonians 1:1-10

Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul gives pastoral
encouragement and reassurances to new Christians living in an antagonistic
environment. Their commitment of faith, love, and hope makes them a model for
other new Christian communities.

L:

A reading from the book of 1%t Thessalonians.

YPaul, Silvanus, and Timothy,

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ: Grace to you and peace.

“We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our
prayers, constantly ° remembering before our God and Father your work of
faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. “ For
we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you,
> because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only but also in
power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what
kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. ° And you became
imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the
word with joy from the Holy Spirit, / so that you became an example to all the
believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.  For the word of the Lord has sounded
forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia but in every place your faith
in God has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. ° For
they report about us what kind of welcome we had among you and how you
turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God ‘° and to wait for his
Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from
the coming wrath.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.



* Gospel Acclamation
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* Gospel: Matthew 22:15-22

After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with
questions. First they ask if God’s people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like
Caesar.

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

>The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. '°So they
sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we
know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth,
and show deference to no one, for you do not regard people with partiality.



7 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” ' But
Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you
hypocrites? *“ Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a
denarius. ?° Then he said to them, “Whose head is this and whose title?” ?* They
answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to Caesar the
things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.” > When they
heard this, they were amazed, and they left him and went away.

v

The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



* Hymn of the Day: Commonwealth is God’s Commandment ~ ACS 1036
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Shan-ti, pax, sha - lom, mas-la - ha: com-mon good is ho -ly ground.

Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953
Music: RESTORATION, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Note: This hymn’s refrain includes words meaning peace from other religious traditions.
Shanti (Sanskrit) is pronounced “shahn-tee” and is used in Hindu and Buddist traditions.
Pax (Latin) is pronounced “pahks.”” Shalom (Hebrew) is pronounced “shuh-lohm” and

means peace, wholeness. Maslaha (Arabic) is pronounced “muhs-lah-hah” and means
reconciliation.



* The Apostles’ Creed

A: Together, let us profess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

C:

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

* Prayers of Intercession

A:

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and
the world.

A brief silence.

Living and true God, you inspire us to share the message of the gospel. Give
your spirit of love to seminarians and those beginning their lives in ordained
ministry. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We give you thanks for the majesty of our oceans. Protect the abundant life
within them and sustain all those who work to preserve them. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.



A:  We seek your wisdom in all things. Direct all who hold positions of authority
around the world, that they act with compassion, seeking the good of all. Hear
us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: We pray for all people who work in dangerous or degrading environments.
Grant them safety and courage, and heal all those who are injured, sick, or
suffering, especially those we name now in our hearts . . . Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: We ask your blessing on those who do the quiet, unseen work of the church.
Encourage them in their work of faith and labor of love. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

A: We thank you for our ancestors who have been called home to you. Hear us, O
God.
C: Your mercy is great.

P: Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and
those in our hearts. through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

* Sharing the Peace
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:  And also with you.

Our Offerings for God’s Work
Offerings may be placed in the offering plate at the entrance to the sanctuary, as you
enter or leave the church.

Special Music “Make Me a Servant” - St. Andrew’s Choir
Text — J. Paul Williams; Music — Benjamin Harlan



* Offertory Hymn: God, Whose Farm is All Creation ELW 734

= e e e ]
5 & md & | &
(o= . == .
1 God, whose farm is all cre - a - tion, take the grat - i -
2 Take our plow -ing, seed - ing, reap - ing, hopes and fears of
3 All our la - bor, all our watch -ing, all our cal - en -
0 — | = —
e « e S,
| ~ I I ¥ | = |
J ' ' | |
tude we give; take the fin - est of our har - vest,
sun and rain, all  our think - ing, plan - ning, wait - ing,
dar of care in these crops of your cre - a - tion,
0] ;
@" — i : , : i
| | | | |
o) [ I\%/ & _‘1- & & (8]
crops we grow that we may live.
rip - ened in this  fruit  and grain.
take, O God: they are our prayer.

Text: John Arlott, 1914-1991

Music: HARVEST GIFTS, Larry J. Long, b. 1954

Text © Trustees of the late John Arlott, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Music © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

* Offertory Prayer

A: Letus pray.
God of creation,
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you;
make us generous with what we have.
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts
in service to you and in love to our neighbors,
today and always.
C: Amen.



* The Great Thanksgiving
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: The Lord be with you.
: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

: We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

* The Eucharistic Prayer

: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy ... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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* The Words of Institution

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

* Lord's Prayer

°

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

* Invitation to Communion

P: Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!
C: Thanks be to God.



T All are welcome at this table. Please follow the direction of the ushers as you
make your way forward to the altar rail.

W You will receive a wafer, then be offered a cup of red wine or white grape juice.
Gluten free wafers are also available.

W Ifitis either your practice or preference to not receive Communion today, please
know that you are still welcome to come forward and receive a blessing.

T There is space on both sides of the sanctuary if you would desire to light a candle
and observe a quiet moment of reflection as you return to your seat.

T Ifyou need Holy Communion brought to you, please inform one of the ushers.

Please stand, as you are able.

* The Blessing

P: May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ bless you and keep
you in God’s grace.
C: Amen.

* Prayer After Communion

A: Letus pray:
Sustaining God,
with this bread and cup,
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

C: Amen.



* Benediction

P:

The God of love

draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.
Amen.

The God of grace

*F bless you now and forever.

Amen.



* Sending Hymn: You Servants of God ELW 825

0 H I T i
G o397 =.
| T Ll
1 You ser-vants of God, your Mas-ter pro-claim, and pub-lish a -
2 As-cend-ed on high, al - might-y to save, yet still he is
3 Sal - va-tion to God who sits on the throne!Let all cry a -
4 Then let us a - dore and give him his right, all glo - ry and

s e s
alééi

’

| 108

T

WW : ! i I ———

o
broad his won - der - ful name; the name, all - vic - to - rious, of
nigh, his pres - ence we have. The great con-gre - ga - tion his
loud and hon - or the Son. The prais-es of Je - sus the

pow't and  wis - dom and might, all hon - or and bless-ing, with

T t : f
' ] I A
J  — 1: | ll  —

I y o |

Ny ;
7w i
o ¢ -

J

QL

| 188

TTe

[7]
|
|
T

Je - sus ex - tol; his king-dom is glo-rious and rules o - ver all!

tri-umph shall sing, as - crib - ing sal - va-tion to Je - sus, our king!
an- gels pro-claim, fall down on their fac - es, and wor-ship the Lamb.
an-gels a - bove, and thanks nev - er ceas-ing, and in - fin - ite love!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: LYONS, attr. Johann Michael Haydn, 1737-1806

* Dismissal

A: Gooutinjoy. Be led forth in peace.
C: Thanks be to God!

Postlude

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Hymns reprinted under ONE LICENSE A-709692.
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