Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost

September 6, 2026 - 9:30 a.m.
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Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost

P: Pastor A: Assisting Minister L: Lector C: Congregation/All
* Invitation to stand

Prelude “Lamb of God” - Paris, arr. Raney - Nancy Netys, Flute

Welcome and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy

Trinity, *+ one God, who

pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.
C: Amen.
P: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Compassionate God,
C: we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.
Creation groans from overuse.
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love
to others.
Turn our hearts back to you.
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,
following the way of Jesus Christ,
Amen.
P: Hear this good news:
We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation,
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.
C: Amen.



* Gathering Hymn: Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee  ELW 836
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1 Joy - ful, joy - ful we a- dore thee, God of glo-ry, Lord of love!

2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav’'n re - flect thy rays,

3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be-fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun  a - bove.
stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of un - bro - ken praise.
well-spring of the  joy of liv - ing, o - cean-depth of hap - py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin  and sad - ness, drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-'ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth-er, all who live in love are thine;
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Giv - er of 1im - mor - tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee.
teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine!

Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922
Music: HYMN TO JOY, Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827, adapt.

* Apostolic Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.




*Kyrie
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Our Fa - ther, we have wan - dered and hid - den  from your face;

O Lord of all the liv - ing, both ban-ished and re - stored,
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n fool-ish-ness have squan - dered your leg - a - cy of grace.
com - pas-sion-ate, for - giv - ing, and ev - er - car - ing Lord,
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But  now, in ex -ile dwell - ing, we rise with fear and shame,
grant now that our trans - gress - ing, our faith-less-ness may cease.
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as, dis - tant but com - pel - ling, we hear you call our name.
Stretch out your hand in bless - ing, in par-don, and in peace.

Text: Kevin Nichols, 1929-2006

Music: HERZLICH TUT MICH VERLANGEN, Hans Leo Hassler, 1564-1612
Text © 1981 International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.



*Hymn of Praise
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Praise to the Lord, the Al - might-y, the King of cre -a - tion!
Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me a- dore him!
0 ;
| N | I . . I | |
Fe o g, )1 ) e
T - J 4
O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and sal - va - tion!
All that has life and breath, come now with prais - es be - fore him!
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Let all who hear now to his tem - ple draw near,
Let the a - men sound from his peo - ©ple a - gain.
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join - ing in glad ad - o - ra - tion!
Glad - ly for - ev - er a - dore him!

Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: LOBE DEN HERREN, Ernewerten Gesangbuch, Part 11, Stralsund, 1665




* Prayer of the Day

A: Let us pray. O Lord God,

C: enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help,
we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us
toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-11

God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully
convey God’s warnings to the people. Remarkably, God—who is about to attack
Jerusalem—gives a warning with the hope that repentance will make the attack
unnecessary.

L: Areading from the book of Ezekiel.

’So you, mortal, | have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear
a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. ®If | say to the
wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the
wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood
| will require at your hand. ° But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways and
they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will
have saved your life.

ONow you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our
transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them;
how then can we live?” *' Say to them: As | live, says the Lord Gop, | have no
pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the wicked turn from their ways and
live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of
Israel?

L: Word of God. Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.



Psalm 119:33-40

A: Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes,
and | shall keep it to the end.

C: Give me understanding, and | shall keep your teaching;
I shall keep it with all my heart.

A: Lead me in the path of your commandments,
for that is my desire.

C: Incline my heart to your decrees
and not to unjust gain.

A:  Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood;
give me life in your way.

C: Fulfill your promise to your servant,
which is for those who fear you.

A: Turn away the reproach that | dread,
because your judgments are good.

C: Behold, I long for your commandments;
by your righteousness enliven me.

Second Reading: Romans 13:8-14

The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of
the law. Clothes make the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in
light of the future God has in store for us.

L: Areading from Romans.

8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has
fulfilled the law. ° The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall not
murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are
summed up in this word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” ' Love does no
wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

1 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became



believers; '’ the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of
darkness and put on the armor of light; ** let us walk decently as in the day, not in
reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and
jealousy. “ Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to

gratify its desires.

L: Word of God. Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

Music: Caribbean traditional

* Gospel Acclamation (Sung Twice)
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Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20

Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a
whole—should go about restoring relationships when one member has sinned against
another.

P: The Gospel according to Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
C: Glory to you O, Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ** “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point
out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have regained
that one. '°But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that
every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. '’ If that
person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to
listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a gentile and a tax

collector. *Truly | tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. *° Again, truly | tell you, if two of
you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in
heaven. *° For where two or three are gathered in my name, | am there among them.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



* Hymn of the Day: A New Commandment WOV 664
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A new com-mand-ment I give un-to you, that you love one an - oth-er as
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I haveloved you, that you love one an - oth-er as I have loved you.
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you have love one for an - oth - er; by this shall peo-ple know
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you are my dis-ci-ples: if you have love one for an - oth - er.

Text: John 13:34-35
Music: NEW COMMANDMENT, anonymous



* Apostles’ Creed
A: Together, let us profess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

C: | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ,

God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

* Prayers of Intercession

A: Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident
that God hears us.
A brief silence.

A: Proclaiming God, empower your church throughout the world to
announce the words you give us. Open us to receive your word in
unexpected ways. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.



A: Forming God, renew the cycles of your creation that provide for the needs
of all. Protect grasslands, marshes, swamps, and all places of transition.
Heal communities crying out after disaster, especially tornadoes,
hurricanes, floods and earthquakes. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: Governing God, turn all who create, enforce, or interpret legislation away
from selfish gain and toward your promise of good for all, especially the
good of all who labor. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: Attending God, wake us up to any around us who are in need. Restore
broken relationships, failing health, frayed emotions, and the hurts we
carry with us. We bring before you those we name in our hearts . ... Hear
us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: Gathering God, resolve conflicts in this community through your
righteousness and grace. Reconcile us to each other, making your good
news known even through our imperfections. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

A: Loving God, all who die in faith have life with you. We give you thanks for
the nearness of your salvation for Tracy Hawley, Patrick Krings, and all who
have gone before us. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and
whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

C: Amen.

* Sharing the Peace
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:  And also with you.

Our Offerings for God’s Work
Offerings may be placed in the offering plate at the entrance to the sanctuary, as you
enter or leave the church.



Special Music

“On Eagles’ Wings” - Joncas, arr. Raney - Nancy Netys, Flute

* Offertory Hymn: God of the Fertile Fields ACS 1063
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God of the fer - tile fields, sha - per of
We would be stew - ards true, hold - ing in
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earth that yields our dai - ly bread: forth from your
trust from you all that you  give; help us in
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boun - teous hand come gifts your love has planned,
love to share, teach us like you to care
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that  all in ev - ’ry land be clothed and fed.
for peo - ple ev - ’ry-where, that all may live.

Text: Georgia Harkness, 1891-1974, alt.

Music: ITALIAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 1716-1796
Text © 1955, ren. 1983 The Hymn Society, admin Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.



*Offertory Prayer
A: Letus pray.

God of creation,

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you;

make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts

in service to you and in love to our neighbors,

today and always.

C: Amen.

* The Great Thanksgiving

: The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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The Eucharistic Prayer

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy ... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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san- na in the high - est, ho - san- na- in the high- est.

* The Words of Institution

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.



* Lord's Prayer

v

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

* Invitation to Communion

P: Christ invites you to this table.

All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come.

C: Thanks be to God.

T All are welcome at this table. Please follow the direction of the ushers as you
make your way forward to the altar rail.

T You will receive a wafer, then be offered a cup of red wine or white grape juice.
Gluten free wafers are also available.

T Ifit is either your practice or preference to not receive Communion today, please
know that you are still welcome to come forward and receive a blessing.

W There is space on both sides of the sanctuary if you would desire to light a candle
and observe a quiet moment of reflection as you return to your seat.

T Ifyou need Holy Communion brought to you, please inform one of the ushers.




Please stand, as you are able.

* The Blessing

P: May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ bless you and keep
you in God’s grace.
C: Amen.

* Prayer After Communion

A: Let us pray:

Sustaining God,

with this bread and cup,

you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

C: Amen.

* Benediction

P: The God of love

draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.

C: Amen.

P: The God of hope

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.

C: Amen.

A: The God of grace

*+ bless you now and forever.

C: Amen.



* Sending Hymn: On Our Way Rejoicing ELW 537
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2 Un - to God the Fa - ther joy - ful songs we sing;
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Christ our Lord has con - quered; van - quished is  the foe.
un - to God the Sav - ior thank - ful hearts we  bring;
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who, if we be faith - ful, can our hope de - stroy?
on our way re - joic - ing now and ev - er - more.
Refrain
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hear-ken to our prais - es, O blest God of love!

Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt.

Music: HERMAS, Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879




Dismissal

A: Gooutin joy. Be led forth in peace.
C: Thanks be to God!

Postlude

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Liturgy and Hymns reprinted under ONE LICENSE A-709692.
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