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Sixth Sunday After Pentecost 
 

P: Pastor A: Assisting Minister L: Lector C: Congregation/All 
*  Invitation to stand 

  

Prelude A patriotic medley of songs arranged by Gary Lanier-Nancy Netys, flute 

  
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
source of hope in every nation, 
rest for the weary, 
glory and peace to the ends of the earth. 
C: Amen. 
P: Let us bring every burden to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
P: God of all mercy, 
C: we have sinned against you, 
our neighbors, and your creation. 
Within ourselves and our communities, 
our desire to do what is good 
is at war with the evil that dwells in us. 
We lament the evil that holds us captive. 
We repent of the evil we have done, 
and the evil done on our behalf. 
Rescue us, forgive us, and restore us 
for lives of compassion and courage 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
P: All-merciful, Almighty God 
forgive you all your sins 

through the grace of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
and by the Spirit’s power 
strengthen you in doing what is good.      C: Amen.  



*  Gathering Hymn:    This is My Father’s World      ELW 824 

 
 
 

 
 



 
*  Apostolic Greeting 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  
      Spirit be with you all.    
C: And also with you. 
 

*Kyrie 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



*Hymn of Praise 
 

 

*  Prayer of the Day 
 

A:  Let us pray.  You are great, O God, 
C: and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and our hearts are 

restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon 

you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen. 

 
 



First Reading:   Zechariah 9:9-12 
 
The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and prosperity. 
Because of God’s covenant with Israel, the people are designated as “prisoners of 
hope.” 
 
L: A reading from the book of Zechariah.  

 
9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 
  Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 
 See, your king comes to you; 
  triumphant and victorious is he, 
 humble and riding on a donkey, 
  on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
 10 He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
  and the war horse from Jerusalem; 
 and the battle bow shall be cut off, 
  and he shall command peace to the nations; 
 his dominion shall be from sea to sea 
  and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
 11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
  I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
 12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
  today I declare that I will restore to you double. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Psalm 145:8-14 
A:  The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
C:  Lord, you are good to all, 
  and your compassion is over all your works.  

L: Word of God. Word of life.    
C:  Thanks be to God. 



 A: All your works shall praise you, O Lord, 
  and your faithful ones shall bless you. 
C:  They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom 
  and speak of your power, 
A:  that all people may know of your power 
  and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
C:  Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures throughout all     
ages. You, Lord, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works. 
 A: The Lord upholds all those who fall 
  and lifts up those who are bowed down. 
    

Second Reading:  Romans 7:15-25a 
 
Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and 
do things we know to be wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a 
futile existence. 
 
L:   A reading from Romans. 

 
15 I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very 
thing I hate. 16 Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17 But in fact 
it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. 18 For I know that the good does 
not dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at hand, 
but not the ability. 19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I 
do. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within 
me. 
  21 So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at 
hand. 22 For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23 but I see in my members 
another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that 
dwells in my members. 24 Wretched person that I am! Who will rescue me from this 
body of death? 25a Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
 
L: Word of God. Word of life.    
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 



* Gospel Acclamation 

 
 

Gospel: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the Baptist. 
He thanks God that wisdom and intelligence are not needed to receive what God has to 
offer. 
 

P: The Gospel according to Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 
C: Glory to you O, Lord. 
 

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16 “To what will I compare this generation? It is like 
children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 
 17 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
  we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 
18 “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19 the Son 
of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend 
of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 
  25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you 
have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to 
infants; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed 

 



over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one 
knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
  28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give 
you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light.” 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord.   
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sermon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



* Hymn of the Day:    I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say     ELW 611 

  

 
 
 
 
 



* Apostles’ Creed 
 

A: Together, let us profess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ,  
God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
 
*  Prayers of Intercession 
 
A: Trusting in God’s steadfast love, let us pray for the church, the nations, and all of 

creation. 

A brief silence. 

A:  Gathering God, send your Spirit on the church you have called out from every nation. 
Knit us together into one body and heal the divisions we have caused. Overcome our 
timidity to witness and act in the public square when your purpose is being thwarted. 
Bless rostered and lay leaders with clarity and courage as they center your people in the 
gospel. God of grace, 
C:  hear our prayer. 



 

A:  All your works praise you, O God. From the Arctic to the Caribbean, from the Atlantic 
to the western islands, these lands and waters have sustained its peoples over many 
centuries. As we take our part in creation’s praise, revive our wonder at what you have 
fashioned, and enliven our will to ensure its health for future generations. God of grace, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
 

A:  Holy Trinity, you show us the splendor of diversity and the beauty of unity in your 
own divine life. We come from many nations with many languages; make us a united 
people that delights in our many different gifts. As the United States of America marks 
its declaration of independence, give those whom we have entrusted with authority the 
spirit of wisdom, and curb every abuse of that trust, so that both here and abroad, 
justice, humility, and peace may flourish. God of grace, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
 
A:  You are the Mother of exiles, O God. Extend your arms to all who are tired, who live 
with poverty, the tempest-tossed, all who yearn to breathe free. Embrace people 
seeking refuge; those incarcerated, detained, or disappeared; and neighbors fearing 
those they once trusted. Give healing and hope to people in any oppression and need, 
especially these we name before you now in our hearts . . . . God of grace, 
C:  hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
A:  We remember before you those who have died in every generation: Jan Hus, 
executed for protesting the ecclesial system; Benedict, teacher of a prayerful life; and 
those who have died ensuring the freedoms of this country: people in the armed 
services, peace officers, advocates, and activists. Gather us, together with those who 
have gone before us, and with saints of every tribe and nation, into the holy city you 
have prepared. God of grace, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
 

P:  Into your mercy, O God, we entrust our restless hearts and all our cares, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
C:  Amen. 

 
*  Sharing the Peace 
P:   The peace of the Lord be with you always.   C:  And also with you. 



Special Music 
Greg Egner – “Just A Closer Walk with Thee”   

 North American Spiritual, arr. Wilson 
 

Our Offerings for God’s Work 
    Offerings may be placed in the offering plate at the entrance to the sanctuary, as you  

enter or leave the church. 
 

* Offertory Hymn:   We Praise You, O God        ELW 870      
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



*Offertory Prayer 
A: Let us pray. 

Loving God, 
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

          C:  Amen. 
 
 

* The Great Thanksgiving 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: Holy God, 
you alone are Majesty, 
you alone are Excellency, 
you alone are Sovereign. 
 
Within the vast reaches you splashed into being, 
you formed our star and this planet: 
purple mountains, fruited plains, 
crystal waters, towering forests, gleaming mines. 
Here you fashioned human beings 
in our infinite variety and hue, 
yet each one created equal, 
to care for one another 
and our earthly home. 
 
 



In a time of peace 
enforced by the cruelty of empire, 
you came in Jesus to share our life. 
Born under the rule of a merciless king, 
Jesus revealed the merciful realm of God. 
Moving across borders 
to people broken and oppressed, 
Jesus brought healing, restoration, and freedom. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, 
Christ’s execution at the hands of a ruthless regime, 
Christ’s resurrection that buries death, 
Christ’s ascension to rule with love forever, 
we declare the revolutionary mystery of faith: 
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
P: God, shed your grace on us. 
Shower your Holy Spirit 
on these gifts of bread and wine 
and on your people gathered this day. 
Ignite in us the flame of freedom— 
freedom from prejudice, from supremacy, from fear; 
freedom for acceptance, for welcome, 
for the shalom that you have first shown to us. 



Faithful God, loving God: 
Your Majesty shines forth in weakness. 
Your Excellency is revealed to infants. 
Your Sovereignty reigns from a cross. 
Yours, O God,  
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
is the everlasting kingdom,  
the peaceable power,  
and the humble glory, 
now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 

*  Lord's Prayer 
 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen.  

 
 

*    Invitation to Communion 
 
P:  Citizens of God’s creation and heavenly kingdom: 

Come to this meal, to received forgiveness and nourishment   
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 



 

Please stand, as you are able. 

 

*   The Blessing 

  P:  May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ bless you and keep  
   you in God’s grace. 
  C:  Amen. 

 
 

*   Prayer After Communion 
 
A: Let us pray:     
We thank you, God of heaven and earth, 
that you fill our deepest need 
with the very gift of Jesus Christ, 
broken and poured out for us. 
Pour us out into a broken world. 
Channel our common life 
toward the common good, 
following the way our Savior leads us 
now and forever.  
C:  Amen. 
 

 All are welcome at this table.  Please follow the direction of the ushers as you 
make your way forward to the altar rail. 

 You will receive a wafer, then be offered a cup of red wine or white grape juice.  
Gluten free wafers are also available.   

 If it is either your practice or preference to not receive Communion today, please 
know that you are still welcome to come forward and receive a blessing.   

 There is space on both sides of the sanctuary if you would desire to light a candle 
and observe a quiet moment of reflection as you return to your seat.  

 If you need Holy Communion brought to you, please inform one of the ushers.  

 

  

 

 
 



*  Benediction 
 
P:    Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 

   today and always. 

C:  Amen. 

 
*  Sending Hymn:   O Beautiful, for Spacious Skies    ELW 888   
                                                     

 



Dismissal 

A: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
C: Thanks be to God! 

 

 Postlude 
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
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Telephone:  920-235-6616 
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Office Hours 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday – 8 am - noon 

 

https://standrewsoshkosh.org/

