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The Ascension of Our Lord 
 

P: Pastor A: Assisting Minister L: Lector C: Congregation/All 
*  Invitation to stand 

 
    Welcome and Announcements 

 

*  Thanksgiving for Baptism  
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
P:  Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! 
C:  Amen. 
P:  Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

 
P:  Merciful God, 
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. 
We thank you for the waters of creation: 
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us. 
Blessed are you. 
C: You guide us to springs of the water of life.  
P:  Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 
who accompanies us on our journeys. 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. 
C:  You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
P:  Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. 
Fill us with the breath of peace. 
Blessed are you. 
C:  You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
 



P:  Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 
and for making us a new creation. 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 
now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 

*  Gathering Hymn:  Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness ELW 843  

 
 



*  Apostolic Greeting 
 
 P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 C:  And also with you. 
*Kyrie 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Canticle of Praise 

 



 

 



 

 
*  Prayer of the Day 
 

A:  Let us pray.  Almighty God,    
C:  you have saved us through the resurrection of Jesus. As we honor that Jesus 

has ascended to be with You, may we be reminded of Your constant presence 
in our lives on this earth. Today through affirmation of faith, scripture, song, 
prayer, fellowship and the Lord’s Supper, may you reveal your presence, 
guidance and care for us in our daily lives here on earth. And may Your grace 
abound in our lives, until we complete our journey to You. In Jesus’ name.  
Amen. 

 



 

 First Reading: Acts 1:1-11  

 
L:  A reading from Acts. 
 
[Luke writes:] 1 In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do 
and teach 2 until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions 
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 After his suffering he 
presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them 
during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4 While staying with 
them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem but to wait there for the promise of 
the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5 for John baptized 
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
 
  6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when 
you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the 
times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 When he had 
said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 
sight. 10 While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two 
men in white robes stood by them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
 
 
L: Word of God. Word of life.      
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 Second Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23 
 

L: A reading from Ephesians. 
 
15 I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 
and for this reason 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my 
prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a 



spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18 so that, with the eyes 
of your heart enlightened, you may perceive what is the hope to which he has 
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19 and 
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to 
the working of his great power. 20 God put this power to work in Christ when he 
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 
places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion and above every 
name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22 And he has 
put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the 
church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 
L: Word of God. Word of life.    
C:   Thanks be to God. 

 
* Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 



* Gospel: Luke 24:44-53 
 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
44 [Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that I 
spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the 
law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”45 Then he 
opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46 and he said to them, “Thus 
it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third 
day 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his 
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these 
things. 49 And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised, so stay 
here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 
 
  50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he 
blessed them. 51 While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was 
carried up into heaven. 52 And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem 
with great joy, 53 and they were continually in the temple blessing God.” 

 
P: The Gospel of the Lord.   
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

   Sermon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Hymn of the Day:    Baptized and Set Free       ELW 453  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Affirmation of Baptism  
Affirmation of Baptism may be used at many times in the life of a baptized Christian. It  
is especially appropriate as part of a process of formation in faith in youth. 
 
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for Josie, who is one with us in 
the body of Christ, who is making public affirmation of her baptism. 
 
A:   I present Josie Georgia Vroman, who desires to make public affirmation of her 
baptism.  In preparation for this day, Josie has chosen Psalm 31:24 as her Confirmation 
verse: Be strong, and let your heart take courage, all you who wait for the LORD. 
 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, we thank you for Josie, 
whom you have made your own by water and the Word in baptism. 
You have called her to yourself, 
Enlightened her with the gifts of your Spirit, 
and nourished her in the community of faith. 
Uphold Josie in the gifts and promises of baptism, 
and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. 
We ask this in the name of Christ. 
Amen. 
 
A:  Do you believe in God the Father? 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

       creator of heaven and earth. 
A:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

           who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
       born of the virgin Mary, 
       suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucified, died, and was buried; 
       he descended into hell. 
       On the third day he rose again; 
       he ascended into heaven, 
       he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
       and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 



A:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

       the holy catholic church, 
       the communion of saints, 
       the forgiveness of sins, 
       the resurrection of the body, 
       and the life everlasting. 

 
Affirmation 
P:  Josie, you have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the  
      covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 

to live among God’s faithful people, 
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

Josie:  I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 
P:  People of God, do you promise to support Josie and pray for her in her life in Christ? 
C:  We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 
Those making affirmation may kneel. Family members and sponsors may come forward. 
As the blessing is spoken, sponsors, parents, family and friends may come forward to lay 
their hands on the person.   
 
P:  Let us pray.  We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you   
     give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. 
 
P:  Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, stir up in Josie the gift of your Holy Spirit;  
     confirm her faith, guide her life, empower her in her serving, give her patience in      
     suffering, and bring her to everlasting life. 
C:  Amen. 
P:  Let us rejoice with Josie, our sister in Christ. 
C:  We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. 
     Together we give thanks and praise to God 
     and proclaim the good news to all the world. 
 



*  Hymn:   Will You Come and Follow Me   ELW 798 
 

 



*  Sharing the Peace 
P:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:   And also with you. 
 

Our Offerings for God’s Work 
    
 Offerings may be placed in the offering plate at the entrance to the sanctuary, as you  

enter or leave the church. 
 

“Brighter Than the Sun” – Makeever 
The St. Andrew’s Choir 

 
* Offertory Hymn:      As the Grains of Wheat          ELW 465 

 
 



*  Offertory Prayer 
 

A: Let us pray.  Merciful God, 
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 
when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 
that goodness and mercy may follow us 
and bless the world you love. 
In the name of Jesus. 
C: Amen. 
 

*  The Great Thanksgiving 
  



 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy  . . .  we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



*  The Words of Institution 
 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

*  Lord's Prayer 
 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



*    Invitation to Communion 
 
  P:  Come to the table of grace. 

Receive the risen Lord. 
  C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 All are welcome at this table.  Please follow the direction of the ushers as you 
make your way forward to the altar rail. 

 You will receive a wafer, then be offered a cup of red wine or white grape juice.  
Gluten free wafers are also available.   

 If it is either your practice or preference to not receive Communion today, please 
know that you are still welcome to come forward and receive a blessing.   

 There is space on both sides of the sanctuary if you would desire to light a candle 
and observe a quiet moment of reflection as you return to your seat.  

 If you need Holy Communion brought to you, please inform one of the ushers.  



Lamb of God 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



Please stand, as you are able. 
 

*   The Blessing 

  P:  May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ bless you and keep  
   you in God’s grace. 
  C:  Amen. 

 
 
 

*   Prayer After Communion 
 

A: Let us pray: 
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us 
and are making all things new. 
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, 
and to bring your healing to the nations. 
In the name of Jesus. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 

*  Benediction 
 

P: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*  Sending Hymn:      Here I Am Lord      ELW 574   

 
 



*   Dismissal 

A:   Go in peace.  Praise the Lord!   
C: Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 

 
 

     Postlude 
 

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
Liturgy and Hymns reprinted under ONE LICENSE A-709692. 
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