Palm and Passion Sunday
March 29, 2026



PROCESSION and BLESSING THE PALMS

Gather outside of the Sanctuary

Welcome and Announcements

*P: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
C: Hosanna in the highest.

Processional Gospel: Matthew 21:1-11

P: The holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

YWhen they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, ? saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and
immediately you will find a donkey tied and a colt with her; untie them and bring them
to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.” And he will
send them immediately.” 4 This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the
prophet:
>“Tell the daughter of Zion,
Look, your king is coming to you,
humble and mounted on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”
®The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought the donkey and
the colt and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very large crowd spread
their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on
the road. ° The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,
“Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
0 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is
this?” 1! The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.



*Blessing of the Palms

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray.

We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ.

Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king

by those who spread garments and branches along his way. Bless these branches and
those who carry them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that,
joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus
Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

P: Let us go forth in peace.

C: In the name of Christ. Amen.



*Hymn All Glory, Laud, and Honor ELW #344
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I You are the king of Is - rael and Da-vid’s roy - al Son,
2 The com-pa-ny of an - gels are prais-ing you on high;
3 The mul - ti - tude of  pil - grims with palms be - fore you went;
4 To  you, be-fore your pas - sion, they sang their hymns of praise.
5 Their prais-es you ac - cept - ed; ac - cept the prayers we bring,
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now in the Lord’s name com - ing, our King and Bless-ed One.
cre - a - tion and all mor - tals in  cho-rus make re - ply.
our praise and prayer and an - thems be - fore you we pre - sent.
To you, now high ex - alt - ed, our mel - o - dy we raise.
great au - thor of all good - ness, O good and gra-cious King.

Text: Theodulph of Orleans, ¢. 760-821; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN, Melchior Teschner, 15841635



*P: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

C: Hosanna in the highest.

P: As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion
Of our Lord Jesus Christ and meditate on the salvation of the world
through his sufferings, death, burial, and resurrection, let us pray.

A: Let us pray. Everlasting God,

C: in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to
take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to
share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Children’s Message

Gospel Reading: Matthew 26:14-27:6

P: The Gospel according to St. Matthew, 26" and 27" chapters.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Please remain seated for the reading of the Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ.

P: The Gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Lord.



*Hymn Christ the Life of all the Living ELW 339
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| Christ, the life of all the liv-ing, Christ,the death of death, our foe,
2 You have suf-fered great af - flic-tion and haveborne it  pa - tient - ly,
3 Then, for all that boughtmy par-don, for the sor-rows deep and sore,
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through your suf-f’ring,death,and mer - it life e-ter - nal I in- her - it
for youchose to  be tor-ment-ed that my doom should be pre-vent-ed.
thank you for the groan-ing,sigh-ing, for the bleed-ing and the dy - ing,
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Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks are due, dear - est Je - sus, un - to you.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks are due, dear - est Je - sus, un - to you.
for that last ftri - um - phant cry, praise you ev - er - more on high.
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Text: Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1605-1681: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: JESU, MEINES LEBENS LEBEN, Das grosse Cantional, Darmstadt, 1687



Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, *F one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt
and blots out all offenses.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:
Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For failing to recognize your coming reign,

and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition,

and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God,
C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For disregarding voices from the margin,

and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world:
Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent,

and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life:
Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: God'’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.
Through faith, the free gift of God,

you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ.

In the name of = Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.



The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead
dwells in you,

pours God’s love into your hearts,

and gives you life and peace.

C: Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

A: Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world
and its needs.

A brief silence

A: O God, you announce words of grace and truth. Give wisdom to all preachers in your
church both globally and locally. Open our hearts to encounter the infinite life you offer
in Jesus. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: You hold the whole universe. Gather sun and moon, clouds and stars, land and sea,
and plants and animals around the cross, so that all creation bears witness to your
saving love. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: Your power is sure. Destroy inequity and division in every place, and build your
beloved community among all people. Guide judges, attorneys, and juries so that they
act with justice and fairness. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: Your heart breaks open at our pain. Send healing and vindication to all who, like
Jesus, know the sting of betrayal, denial, abuse, or false accusations. Be with those
experiencing pain or loss this day especially those we name now in the silence of our
hearts . ... Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: Your ways show compassion. Let this same mind be in us as we enter Holy Week.
Bless those here who will lead worship and tell the story of Jesus’ death and
resurrection. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.



A: O God, your embrace is eternal. Praise and thanks to you for all the faithful departed
who rest in your mercy. Deliver us all from death’s power and raise us to life in you.
Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.

C: Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Our Offerings for God’s Work
Offerings may be placed in the offering plate at the entrance to the sanctuary, as you
enter or leave the church.

“My Song is Love Unknown” — Text S. Crossman, tune E.T. Childs
St. Andrew’s Choir



*Offering Hymn On My Heart Imprint Your Image  ELW 811
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is my life, my hope’s foun-da-tion, all my glo-ry and sal-va - tion!

Text: Thomas H. Kingo, 1634—1703; tr. Peer O. Stromme, 1856-1921, alt.
Music: DER AM KREUZ, Johann B. Konig, 1691-1758

Offertory Prayer

A: Let us pray;

O God, maker of heaven and earth,

your steadfast love embraces all creation.

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth
and bring forth its bounty.

Through these gifts of bread and wine,

draw us into the death and life of your Son,
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.



* Great Thanksgiving
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

* The Words of Institution

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.



* Lord's Prayer

P:
C:

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

P: Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.
C: Thanks be to God.

v All are welcome at this table. Please follow the direction of the ushers as you

make your way forward to the altar rail.

v You will receive a wafer, then be offered a cup of red wine or white grape juice.

Gluten free wafers are also available.

v Ifitis either your practice or preference to not receive Communion today, please

know that you are still welcome to come forward and receive a blessing.

w There is space on both sides of the sanctuary if you would desire to light a candle

and observe a quiet moment of reflection as you return to your seat.

v Ifyou need Holy Communion brought to you, please inform one of the ushers.




“Lamb of God”
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant  us  peace.

Prayer After Communion

A: God of our salvation,

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son,

may we become Christ’s body in the world,

bearing witness to your love for all creation,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

Blessing

P: Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:

God, who calls all things into existence,

Jesus Christ, who redeems us,

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,
+ bless you now and always. C: Amen.



*Hymn Ah, Holy Jesus ELW 349, verses 1, 3, and 4
N | ; ) y
Yy D I | I ) | | I ]
GOF o 3 o T ) 4 P PP o o p P
A\RV4 L4 bt b [/ 1 bouct I I 1 I |
J ) I I T I T
1 Ah, ho - ly Je - sus, how hast thou of- fend - ed that we to
3 Lo, the Good Shep-herd for the sheep is of - fered; the slave hath
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sin - ned, and the Son hath suf - fered; for our a - tone - ment,
sor - row, and thy life’s ob - la - tion; thy death of an - guish
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by thine own re - ject - ed, 0 most af - flict - ed.
while we noth-ing heed - ed, God in - ter - ced - ed
and thy bit - ter pas - sion, for my sal - va - tion.

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930, alt.
Music: HERZLIEBSTER JESU, Johann Criiger, 1598-1662

Postlude

Please leave in silence and enter the solemnity of Holy Week.

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Hymns reprinted under ONE LICENSE A-709692.
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