St. Andrew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Newsletter
Welcome to worship and life at St. Andrew’s!
Sunday Worship at 9:00 & 10:30 am

March 2017
Lenten Wednesday worship 12 noon and 7 pm (March 8,15,22,29)

Dear friends,

it is still true – the promise is to be kept for them.

I chased down a verse from the bible that was
haunting me:

As the history of the people of God unfolds in the
bible we find out that God brings them home from
exile. They return to the land that they pine for and
God continues through the prophets to call them to
trust in him.

In returning and rest you shall be saved;
in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.
It is a portion of Isaiah 30:15. I was so happy when
I found it – it was a whisper in my memory and I
searched for it because I wanted to know more
about what it means to “return to God” as we say
throughout Lent.
The tough part came when I read the end of the
verse: when God says, But you refused.
As I looked at the rest of the chapter in Isaiah that
frames this verse I learned that God was talking to
(and pleading God’s case to) a rebellious people.
They had turned to warfare and political intrigue to
secure their place in the land, and turned away from
trusting in God’s love and strength to care for them.
They were trusting in their own strength or in the
strength of the leaders of other lands whom they
could negotiate (and sometimes manipulate) into
configurations that would protect their interests.
In the end, the divided land (now called Israel and
Judah) was conquered by powerful neighbors. Each
segment in turn was lost, and the people were
carried off into exile – far away from their beloved
homeland.
Isaiah the prophet speaks to a weary and heartbroken people. Isaiah conveys the reproaches for
their unfaithfulness but also the reassurances that
God has not forgotten them and that God’s promises
still hold for them and for their future.

They are not to be the world power that they once
aspired to be - wielding the weapons and calling the
shots for others.
They are to be the people who return to God and
dwell in a faithfulness that will inspire the rest of
the world to trust in the mercy and grace of God.
In the season of Lent (just begun this year on the
first of March) we are called to return to God.
Our church offers twice as many times to worship:
Wednesdays at noon and seven are added to our
Sunday worship times of 9 and 10:30. But the
return to God is not simply coming to church more!
God invites us to return. Return to trust, return to
faith in God’s mercy and love, return to life with
God at the center. Return home.
Our worship, our daily devotions, our bible studies,
our fellowship, our mission activities are all places
and times where you may live into that return.
They are offered not as demands upon you, but as
invitations to return to the God who is gracious and
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in
steadfast love. (Joel 2:13)
May you find yourself renewed in Lent, strong and
safe, as you return and rest in the God who loves
YOU in Jesus Christ.
Yours in Christ,

When God says,
In returning and rest you shall be saved;
in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.

Pastor Karen Jewell

Highlights of Church Council Meeting
Sunday 15th January, 2017
Present: Pastor Karen, Jane Martinez, Matt Moore,
Chris Ziegler, Warren Luce, Peg Olson, Rose Rivera,
Jakob Iversen, Ann Stephan, Kristi Cutts
Excused: Jay Klinger, Linda Ellman
Guests: Ethan Cutts, Jacob Cutts
Call to Order: 11:35 am by Jane Martinez
Devotions: Ann Stephan – 8 Thoughtful intentions for
the new year
Treasurer’s report: Matt Moore presented the
December bills paid, and the balance sheets were
presented. Profit and loss statement for year to date vs
budget & year to date vs previous year were presented.
Jakob Iversen made a motion to approve the
November bills paid, Kristi Cutts seconded the motion.
Motion carried. Chris Ziegler made a motion to
approve the treasurer's reports, Kristi Cutts seconded
the motion. Motion carried.
Annual Budget: Matt Moore presented the final 2017
Annual Budget for council approval and inclusion in the
annual report. Kristi Cutts made a motion to approve
the budget as presented. Jakob Iversen seconded the
motion. Discussion was had, and Matt Moore made a
motion to amend the budget to reflect new numbers for
technology and wage increases. Kristi Cutts seconded
the motion. Amendment approved. Motion
Approved.
Old Business:
Nominating Committee: Kristi Cutts reported that all
nomination positions are filled except for two of the
council member positions. The nominating committee
will continue looking, and hopes to find at least one
member by the annual meeting.
New Business:
Annual Meeting Agenda: Jane Martinez reviewed the
agenda for the Annual Meeting, and members were
selected to speak on behalf of their committees.
Eagle Scout Projects: Kristi introduced Ethan & Jacob
and said that they had ideas of what they would like to
do for their Eagle Scout projects. The projects would
benefit St. Andrew's church and the surrounding
community. Ideas include Little Library Boxes, benches
for outdoor services, landscaping the courtyard. More
ideas and further details will be coming as things get
farther along.
Property Report (Warren Luce):

There will be a Property Committee meeting on January
26th @ 6:00 pm. Corey Wallace will present some
initial plans for remodeling and ADA accessibility.
Technology (Jakob Iversen):
The social media policy that was created with help from
two UW-O students will be presented at the February
council meeting for final approval.
Worship & Music (Peg Olson):
Pastor Karen commented on good worship service
attendance despite recent bad weather. Social media
efforts may be helping to increase awareness,
participation. We discussed additional ways to approach
useful technology techniques.
· We discussed reaching out to the St. Andrew's
neighborhood with cards and cookies in order to
deepen our engagement with and witness through our
thanks and prayers for those who care for others in
our community.
· We will discuss holding a "Souper Bowl Sunday"
(Feb. 5) at the January Council meeting.
· Pastors Karen Jewell, Tim Routh (Calvary), Jan
Veseth (Our Savior's), and Connie Weiss (Christ and
UWO Campus Ministry) will preach at each other's
churches during Wednesday noon and evening
services in Lent. The theme will be part of preparing
to celebrate the 500th anniversary of the start of the
Reformation.
· Thank you to everyone who contributed to the
beauty and meaning of the Advent and Christmas
services.
· Prints of Peace -will meet February 17 - 6:30 for
fellowship; 7:00 worship service to honor service
animals.
Next Meeting: Monday, February 13th- 4pm
Pastor's Report (Pastor Karen Jewell):
Oshkosh Conference meeting January 10: met with
Father Christopher Manahan, S.J. who is the director of
the Jesuit Retreat House, south of Oshkosh. Really
interesting discussion of Jesuit faith formation, and some
conversation about the efforts to connect Lutheran and
Catholic churches more deeply with greater mutual
understanding especially during this year of celebrating
anniversary of the beginning of the Reformation 500
years ago.
From our discussion it became apparent that Jesuit faith
formation closely parallels Lutheran faith formation –
they are encouraged to become self-aware, examine their
gifts given by God to consider how to use them to the
fullest extent, and to be looking for the activity and

presence of God in our lives – looking wide to see how
God is active in ourselves, others, and the world.
From running the retreat house he learned that people
didn’t go on retreat to enjoy some special holiness, but
to express need, or thanks, or explore their relationships
with God. (Much the same as the reasons people come
to church in worship). He summarized the rewards
people have expressed to him of attending a
retreat: peace, patience gained, confidence in their selfgrowing, overcoming fears, growing in understanding of
others, love and forgiveness.
He closed with a beautiful meditation by Pierre Teilhard
de Chardin, SJ about learning to trust the slow work of
God, and come to patient trust as a Christian.
Membership:
A letter to all our members to invite to Annual Meeting
(January 29) and provide information on
communications and membership resources was mailed
Friday, January 13.
Office:
Cannot thank the office staff enough for all the work
they have put in to provide us with the Annual Report,
the updated directory, the giving envelopes, and the
membership materials while still producing all the
necessary bulletins, the newsletter, and other regular
communications!
Continuing Education:
Attended United Way-sponsored meeting about Human
Trafficking in Wisconsin on Monday, January 9 at the
Best Western. Very helpful presentation and community
connections provided.
Community: Pastor Kim Krogstad is leaving All Saints
(on Hwy 21) to begin a call as a prison chaplain for
Oshkosh Correctional. Her last day at All Saints is
today, January 15. (Prayers)
World Interfaith Harmony Week event, February 2,
2017 from 7:00 to 8:30 pm at St Mark’s Lutheran
Church, Neenah (see poster)
I am part of a presentation on pre-planning for end of life
being sponsored by the ALS Support group that meets at
All Saints Lutheran. I will be helping a local funeral
director explain what people will be asked to do at the
time of death, and what they can do to plan ahead. This
is scheduled Tuesday, January 17 at 6:15 pm at All
Saints (weather permitting!)
Respectfully submitted,
Chris Ziegler, Council Secretary

Saints Alive!

Miriam Hasse and her family first
became interested in St. Andrew’s because of its
connection with the Swedish Lutheran Church.
They were familiar with its tradition and worship
style, and they soon joined the congregation
because of the warm welcome they’d received as
visitors.
Two years later, Pastor Luebke asked Miriam to
co-chair a celebration for the congregation’s tenth
anniversary, and she’s been active in
congregational activities and projects ever since.
After a three-year term on the church council,
Miriam served as secretary of the congregation.
Another long-term commitment was to schedule
and call lectors for Sunday worship services.
Miriam continues to share her time and talent with
the Sunday morning recording groups.
Miriam worked with the St. Andrew’s Quilters for
many years. Sandy Drexler credits her for the
group’s return to the Lutheran World Relief quilt
project after it had been inactive for some time.
Sandy said that Miriam would pack up the quilts,
take them home, and sew all the edges. “She
always brought homemade treats and made
coffee for the quilters. “ (Miriam credits Sandy with
“getting things ready” for the Quilters’ meetings.)
Miriam also has served the Oshkosh community.
She delivered Meals on Wheels until a few years
ago. She keeps up with local, state, national, and
international news and participates in the Learning
in Retirement organization. Miriam is a great
reader; conversations with her often begin with
“What are you reading?”
Those of us who attended the Bethel Foundation
fund raiser in September saw a beautiful video of
interviews with residents of Lutheran Homes of
Oshkosh. Miriam represented the Carmel
Independent Living facility and delighted the group
with her enthusiastic comments about LHO.
Sandy Drexler also told me about the beautiful
prayer shawls Miriam knits for others. “She knows
who needs one. I think she’s an inspiration and
such a great friend for all of us!”
Submitted by Peg Olson

A complete set of minutes is available on the narthex bulletin board.
Saints Alive highlights members who have shared their time
and talents in a variety of ways.

2017 Lenten Round Robin
“Gifts of the Reformation”
Inspired by
“Our New Year’s resolutions reformations”
in Living Lutheran,
January issue, pp 14-19
by Meghan Johnston Aelabouni
Each week a new year’s resolution is revisited from
our reformation faith’s viewpoint and it goes from
being something we may likely fail to do (and a
regret) to something we delight in living out with
the help of our Lord Jesus Christ.
March 8: Find more in your budget Find enough
(Luther’s explanation to ‘give us today our daily
bread’) Pastor Tim Routh
March 15: Save the world Serve the world
(Luther’s explanation to article two of the Creed)
Pastor Connie Weiss
March 22: Meet your #goals Meet your grace
(Luther’s explanation to “you shall not covet”)
Pastor Karen Jewell
March 29: Lose weight Lose Shame
(Luther’s explanation to article one of the Creed)
Pastor Jan Veseth
April 5: Go to church Be church
(Luther’s explanation to article three of the Creed)
(Back at Home Base!)
Come and join us as we welcome pastors from
some of our sister congregations, and delve into the
bible, the small catechism, and putting it into
practice in our daily life!
Worship offered at 12 noon and 7 pm
at St. Andrew’s on each of these
Lenten Wednesdays!
(A joint project of Calvary, Christ, Our Savior’s and
St Andrew’s Lutheran Churches)

Wednesday Lenten meals & gatherings
Following midday Lenten worship (noon to
12:30 pm) our bible study group is viewing a
video overview of the bible as a whole,
taught by Luther Seminary professor Craig
Koester. We share a light lunch (potluck
items) at 12:30 – please feel free to join us
for the meal, the video or both! All are
welcome!
Preceding the evening Lenten worship (7:00
to 7:30 pm) we are gathering for a light
soup, chili, or taco meal from 6:00 to 6:50
pm. Some nights are simply potluck soup
supper meals.
Please know ALL ARE WELCOME!!!
(if you wish to bring food for the meal,
Sign up sheets by the fellowship hall)
Wed March 8 – see sign up
Wed March 15 – see sign up
Wed March 22 – Feed the children trial run
(Taco meal)
Wed March 29 – Youth Ministry Team Chili
cook off night!
Wed April 5 – see sign up
During our evening meal we will be asking a
few people to share what their faith means
to them and how God has called them to
faith – including the pastors coming to
preach at the Lenten Round Robin! Please
come and join us!

2017 Easter Altar Flowers
Flowers to enhance our Easter altar
may be ordered now! Plants are
ordered from House of Flowers and
may be given to the glory of God, or in
honor of a person or an event, or in
memory of a person or people you
wish to remember.
Prices per plant:
Lilies
14.00
Hydrangea
33.00 (pink or blue)
Tulips
14.00
Daffodils
14.00
Hyacinth
14.00
Mums
15.00
Azaleas
25.00
Kalanchoe
19.00
Envelopes to order Easter altar flowers are available
in the narthex hallway or you may call the office
with your order at (920) 235-6616.
The deadline for ordering is Sunday, March 19.
You may take your plants home after the 10:30 am
Easter Sunday worship – or leave them for another
week, if you wish.
We thank you so much for considering this gift to St
Andrew’s!!!

Feeding the Children in August 2017
Christian Action committee
members meet again on
Tuesday, March 6 at 6 pm to
continue planning both the
August 2017 mission to feed
hungry neighborhood children and our other
mission activities.
They have volunteered to offer one of our
Wednesday Lenten meals – on Wed, March 22 at
6 pm – to do a trial run of the process of feeding
the children in August. Please come and join us
for a Taco night on that Wednesday evening!
Help us figure out our best practices for August
2017!

40 Days of Hunger
see ELCA resources at
http://www.elca.org/40days
As we prepare to help food insecure children in our
neighborhood have at least one meal a day on weekdays
in August 2017, you may want to delve more deeply into
both the facts of hunger, and also prayers and practices
to help alleviate hunger.
The link above will take you to ELCA Lenten study
resources. Click on “Resources” and then look at the
many resources for Lent and Easter – including a daily
devotional calendar and also a family discussion guide
about hunger.
You may wish to consider gathering a gift through Lent
(such as a penny jar) to give to World Hunger Appeal to
help fight hunger around the world. Or perhaps you
would like to make a gift to the giving tree in our
entryway for the Feeding the Children August 2017
mission. Either way, your special gift will help feed
hungry children!
If you are wondering about our neighborhood’s needs,
you can look at Free and reduced Lunch statistics for
Oshkosh elementary schools at
http://elementaryschools.org/directory/wi/cities/oshkosh/
Our local elementary school (Emmeline Cook) is listed
as having 293 students, with 58% needing free or
reduced cost lunch. We hope to help them have meals in
the hiatus between meal sites available during summer
school and those that open at the beginning of the new
School year.
May God bless your Lenten practice of worship and
faith. May it feed your heart and grant you deeper
meaning in your life in Christ!

Help for the Homeless Hygiene Drive
Through March 12, 2017
NEW hygiene and cleaning items for local homeless
shelters and crisis agencies in our community are being
collected. A box will be located near the Fellowship
Hall doors for your donations. The most requested items
include laundry detergent, garbage bags, dental and hair
care items, diapers & baby care, tissue, etc. A complete
list of needed supplies is on the Fellowship Hall bulletin
board. Thank you!

Noisy Offering
The March 19 Noisy Offering is designated
for the World Relief Fox Valley working to
provide relief for the vulnerable in our
community.
Thanks to all who donated to February’s
Noisy Offering. The Christine Ann Center
will receive $113.94. Thank you for your
generosity!

Lent 2017: Return to God
In Lent God invites us to come
home. Our lives are stripped
down to basics – that we are
God’s own children – so that we
may be renewed in God’s Son
Jesus Christ. 2017 promises new
adventures in faith for us!
If you wish to financially support the mission
and ministry of St Andrew’s Lutheran Church,
you may offer your gift in cash, by check, or
electronically, if that is best for you! For smart
phones here is the short URL:
http://bit.do/stagiving or the QR Code:

St. Andrew’s Men with a Purpose
(STAMP)
Breakfast
Meet at Delta Restaurant, 515 N Sawyer St
March 11, at 8:00 am
Lunch
Meet at Primo Restaurant, 2605 Jackson St.
Tuesday, March 21, at noon

Art & Soul
Saturday, March 25, 10:30 am – 4 pm
Meet in the “Creation Station” off the
Fellowship Hall. All abilities welcome. We
work on our own art and craft projects, as well
as community projects.

Committee Meetings
All members welcome!

Worship & Music Committee
Monday, March 6, at 4 pm

Christian Action Committee
Or you may go to standrewsoshkosh.org . You
choose how your funds are given, with what
frequency and method of donation. Your
prayers, your faithful hands, and your financial
gifts make a difference! Thank you for your
partnership in the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Tuesday, March 7, at 6 pm

Technology Committee
Monday, March 13, at 9 am

Council Meeting
Tuesday, March 14, at 7 pm

Property Committee
Thursday, March 23, at 6 pm

Youth News
For more information on any of the following events,
please contact Patty Koplitz at pattykoplitz@gmail.com
or 920-420-5616.

BYG (Beginning Youth Group)
BYG Game Day
Saturday March 18 2- 4 pm
Grades 2 and up are welcome
to bring a game to share or just come and
join the fun!

BYG Camp
March 31 – April 2
BYG Camp at Imago Dei Village is a retreat
specifically for kids in grades 2 – 6. The
weekend is filled with games, fun, worship,
and God talk! The cost is $100 per student.
Specific information will be in the mail soon,
as the registration deadline is March 17,
2017. If you don’t get something in the mail,
please email Patty at
pattykoplitz@gmail.com.

YMT (Youth Ministry Team)
Pizza $ale!
February 19 – March 11
The pizza sale is going on
now! This fundraiser helps
with the summer trip and
other youth activities. You
can help by buying, selling,
and making pizzas!
YMT kids will be in the Fellowship Hallway on
Sundays through March 11 taking orders.
Help is also needed making the pizzas. Enjoy an
intergenerational time with the kids. Pizza making
will take place on Saturday, March 18, 9 am – 2
pm.
Pizzas can be picked up at church 12:30 – 2 pm
Saturday March 18. Otherwise, they will be
available to pick up on Sunday, March 19.

Youth Chili Cook Off!
Wednesday, March 29 6 pm (Soup Supper)
Come to the Youth Chili Cook Off on
Wednesday March 29! The kids
want to compete in the God’s Work
Our Hands Day cook off this year.
However, they couldn’t decide
whose chili to enter! So, they are inviting you to
come to the Lenten supper on March 29 and
sample the variety of chili that the kids will bring.
Vote for your favorite and that entry will complete
in the September 10, 2017 chili cook off. We
would love to have everyone’s opinion! Supper
starts at 6 pm, please join us!
Daylight Savings Time begins
Sunday, March 12th
Our time “springs forward”
Please don’t forget –
put your clocks ahead one hour!

2017 Council Standing Committees
President – Jane Martinez
Vice President – Jay Klinger
Secretary – Chris Ziegler
Treasurer – Matt Moore
Pastor Karen Jewell
Christian Action – Jackie Kuhn
Congregational Life – Rose Rivera
Education - Linda Ellman
Evangelism – Jay Klinger
Fellowship – Chris Ziegler
Finance – Matt Moore
Property – Warren Luce
Stewardship – Ann Stephan
Worship & Music – Peg Olson
Technology – Jakob Iversen
Your council is here for you. Please feel free to
contact any of the members with questions and ideas!
St. Andrew’s Council meets on the second Tuesday
of each month at 7 pm. All congregational members
are welcome to attend.

