
St. Andrew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church  
Newsletter 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Welcome to worship and life at St. Andrew’s!                              January/February 2015 
Sunday Worship at 9:00 & 10:30 am  Lenten worship at noon and 7 pm begins February 18

 

Dear friends, 

 

So many things changed at Christmastime! One is 

crucial to getting you church news:  the USPS bulk 

rate regulations changed, but we have a brief period 

to adapt our system and learn best practices for 

sending you church news.   

 

Please let us know if you prefer to receive your 

newsletter by mail, by email, or by going to our 

website. We are trying to make all the information 

accessible to you in each way! 

 

Meanwhile, our world has rolled forward into 2015 

and we are facing some of the usual struggles (diets 

and paying taxes) and some horrifying and new 

fears (such as the man trying to make ricin in the 

neighborhood!). 

 

I was reminded of a faith practice taught me by a 

faith mentor some years ago – he asked a group of 

us pastors to write down ten Bible verses or stories 

that frame our ministry. 

 

I still have the (slightly grubby) pages in my study 

bible at home – we did it 12 years ago!  But it 

turned out to be such an important exercise for me.  

I wrote down the first ten that came to mind, 

beginning with Jesus speaking in John 10:10:  I 

came that they may have life and have it 

abundantly.   

 

That was a verse my first pastor (in college) often 

lifted up in his preaching and it came to mean so 

much to me.  It is a promise that Jesus helps us not 

merely survive what threatens us, but thrive – 

LIVE! 

 

As we talked I wrote down more that others lifted 

up!  All rich and full of blessing.  So I would like to 

ask you – please try out the same faith practice.   

 

I invite you to seek out and write down some of the 

verses or stories from the bible that frame your life 

– that may give you a place to stand when times are 

tough or a safety net to catch your struggling spirit 

when you face those fearful things. 

 

If you would like a journal to keep them in – I have 

journals to share with you so that you can begin and 

record your discoveries.   

 

If you wonder where to find that verse that always 

comes up in your heart – I have a great concordance 

that lists every word of the bible (except those like 

“the” or “a”) and we can find the book, chapter and 

verse of your favorites.   

 

I invite you to discover and treasure those words – 

they are God speaking to you, God’s beloved child.  

They are one way God can speak personally to us 

even in through what some folks think could not be 

personal:  a printed and ancient word!  

 

But the Lord uses the Holy Spirit to enliven those 

words to enliven you and me.  So this is like a 

delightful word search puzzle – when you find those 

words you find a treasure meant for you! 

 

Meanwhile, we will keep working on the 

communications of our church.   

 

You may have noticed our phone system has an 

answering service (through the kindness of our 

member Matt Moore).  You will hear “your call is 

important to us…” and some music and they will 

take your message when we can’t answer the phone.  

(This is just until we are able to sort out the 

programming on the phone system in the office.)   

 

Thanks for all your patience and all your help!   

May God bless you with the special words spoken 

to you!  Yours in Christ, Pastor Karen Jewell 

  



Easter altar flowers – information 

 

We contacted House of Flowers to get the 

prices and ordering deadline for our Easter 

altar flowers. 

 

Here are the prices per plant 

Lilies   14.00 

Hydrangea 30.00 (pink or blue) 

Tulips  14.00 

Daffodils 14.00 

Hyacinth 14.00 

Mums  15.00 

Azaleas 25.00 

Kalanchoe 18.00 

 

We will have Easter altar flower envelopes 

for you to use or you may call the office 

with your order at (920) 235-6616. 

 

The deadline for ordering is Sunday, March 

1
st
.  For a few days after that deadline we are 

able to add on an order subject to the 

availability of the plant you would like to 

order.   

 

Your plants may be given to the glory of 

God, or in honor of a person or event, or in 

memory of a person or people you wish to 

remember.  There will be a  place to 

designate your flowers on the ordering 

envelope or again, you may call our office. 

 

You may remember how beautiful your 

flowers make our Easter celebration.  Please 

know that you may pick up your flowers 

after the last service on Easter Day (at 

approximately 11:30 am) or leave them for 

another week if you prefer. 

 

We thank you so much for considering this 

gift to St Andrew’s!!! 

 

 

Ashes for Ash Wednesday 
 

We use the dried palms from past Palm Sunday 

services to make our ashes for Ash Wednesday.  

Sometimes, members who have taken the palms 

home and displayed them at home bring me the 

dried palms to make the ashes for this year.  If you 

would like to bring your palms, please get them to 

me early in February! 

 

The ashes are mixed with olive oil to be used to 

make crosses on the foreheads or wrists of 

worshippers in token of the verse:  Remember you 

are dust and to dust you shall return.  (Genesis 

3:19) 

 

We are reminded of our humble “creatureliness,” 

and mortality, and of our utter dependence upon 

God’s lovingkindness and grace. 

 

Noisy Offering Schedule in 2015 
 

We receive a noisy offering (of pocket change or 

whatever you would like to contribute) on the Third 

Sunday of the month.  Worshippers take part as they 

wish and only if they wish to do so! 

 

Our Christian Action leaders have chosen a few 

great recipients based on interests and connections 

in our congregation.  Here is the schedule for the 

next few months. 

 

January – Day by Day warming shelter 

February – Crossways Camping Ministry 

March – Oshkosh Area Humane Society  

(gift in kind “Kitten-season” food) 

 

More information will be forthcoming.  Thank you 

so much for all you do in our community and world 

in Jesus’ name! 

 

 

St Andrew’s Website 
standrewsoshkosh.org 

 

We invite you to feel free to check out our website 

– we are working to make it as informative and 

helpful as possible.  Find more links and ideas there 

for your faith practices! 

http://www.standrewsoshkosh.org/


AED Training 

Our AED (automatic external defibrillator) is in 

place – an amazing emergency device that can help 

save lives!  It is so well designed that it can coach 

the person giving aid through the lifesaving process. 

  We would like to train as many members as we 

can! The training sessions take approximately one 

hour, and your trainers are Jane and Mike Martinez. 

Sessions will be offered on: 

Wednesday, February 11
th

 at 6:15 pm 

Saturday, February 21
st
 at 9:00 am 

Sunday, February 22
nd

 at 11:30 am  

Please sign up for your session on the easel beside 

the door to the office.  Thank you so much! 

 
PRINTS of PEACE  
Pet ministry worship 

 

Sunday, February 8 at 6:30 pm in Fellowship Hall 

An Oshkosh canine unit officer 

will offer his witness to us! 
 

Sunday, March 8 at 6:30 pm in Fellowship Hall 

You and your pet/companion are welcome! 

 
Prayer Around the Cross 

Sunday, January 25 at 6:30 pm in Sanctuary 

Prayer for the Healing of the Nations! 
 

Sunday, February 22 at 6:30 pm in Sanctuary 

Prayer that we may ‘take heart.’ 
 

Sunday, March 22 at 6:30 pm in Sanctuary 

Prayers for healing 

 
Bible Study 

 

Mondays at 7:15 pm –  Reading the Gospel of 

Mark, with some comments from Rowan Williams 

book – Meeting God in Mark that includes a 

reading guide so that one can read the whole gospel 

devotionally in Lent.  Please come to the Lounge. 
 

Wednesdays at noon (switch to 12:30 pm when the 

Lenten Wed services begin 2/25).  Adult Crossings 

– God’s Journey with Us – studying 8 core stories 

of the bible and their meaning for us today.  Brief 

video clip and weekly journals enrich this time 

together.  Please come to the Lounge. 

You are always welcome! 

 

 

Annual Meeting of the Congregation 

Sunday, January 25, 2015 

10:30 am 

Please come and help guide our mission and 

ministry with the gifts and insight that God has 

given you through the Holy Spirit.  All adult and 

confirmed members are voting members of our 

congregation.  The annual report for 2014 and the 

budget for 2015 will be available for your review, 

comments, amendments and approval.  We will be 

electing council members as well as representatives 

to annual meetings of Lutheran Homes of Oshkosh, 

Lutheran Campus Ministry, and Crossways 

Camping Ministries.  Thank you for your help. 

 
Saturday February 7, 2015 

Grace English Lutheran Church, Berlin 

Oshkosh Conference Annual Assembly 

from 1:00 to 2:15 pm. 
 

Spirit led, Spirit shaped:  a journey together 

Prayer and discernment of mission 

for our churches in the Synod. 

Meeting with our Synod Bishop Mansholt 

from 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm 

(this follows Oshkosh conf mtg  

at the same location.) 

YOU are welcome! 

 
Ash Wednesday is February 18, 2015 

Worship with Holy Communion and the imposition 

of ashes at 12 noon and 7:00 pm.  No bible studies 

meet that day, and no confirmation classes are held, 

but Confirmation students are expected to attend 

Ash Wednesday worship with their families. 

 
Wednesdays in Lent 

February 25 to March 25 

12 noon worship (30 minutes) 

12:30 pm bible study 

6:00 pm Confirmation, YMT and fellowship 

7:00 pm worship (30 minutes) 

 

If you would like to help with our fellowship meals 

in Lent, please sign up on the bulletin board.  This 

simple meal helps us have time together before the 

7:00 pm worship as well as feed families and 

individuals who are coming to take part in the 7:00 

pm worship.  Thank you! 

 



 

 

 

 

Fellowship Events 
 

St. Andrew’s Men with Purpose (STAMP) 
Breakfast – 

 Meet at the Delta Restaurant 515 N Sawyer St 

Saturday, Jan. 10, at 8am 

 Saturday, Feb. 14, at 8am 

 Lunch – 

  Meet at Jansen’s Restaurant 344 Bowen St 

Tuesday, Jan. 20, at noon 

Tuesday, Feb. 17, at noon 

 

Lutheran Adults for Fun and Fellowship 
There will be NO LAFF Fellowships held during 

the winter months of January, February, or March. 

Join us in April to meet new and old friends and 

enjoy the fellowship.  Bring a dish to pass if you are 

able and bring your own tableware.   All are 

invited! 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes & Meetings 
All members are welcome! 

 
Council Meeting  

 All members are welcome. 

 Tuesday, Jan. 13, at 7pm.  

        Tuesday, Feb. 10, at 7pm  
 

Worship and Music Committee  

Thursday, Jan. 15, at 7:15 pm. 

 

Property Committee  
 Thursday, Jan. 22, at 6 pm  

Thursday, Feb. 26, at 6 pm 

 

Education Committee 
Tuesday, Feb. 3, at 5 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art & Soul 
 Saturdays, Jan. 31 and Feb. 28, from 10am – 4pm.  
Candace Anderson and Brenda Francis would like 

to invite you to bring your favorite craft and join 

them on the last Saturday of each month from 10am 

– 4pm at St. Andrew’s.  Come when you can and 

leave when you must – come for crafting, 

fellowship, and a potluck meal. 

 

YMT-- The Youth Ministry Team is asking for 

your help.  They would like to compile your 

favorite tried and true recipes into a St. Andrew’s 

cookbook.  They would sell the cookbooks as a 

fundraiser for their future endeavors.  If there are 

any of your recipes that you would like to see in the 

cookbook, please place a copy of the recipe in Patty 

Koplitz’s mailbox.  The staff mailboxes are located 

right outside of the kitchen.  Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Staff 
Pastor Karen Jewell     

 Phone:  (920) 235-6616 

 e-mail:  pastor@standrewsoshkosh.org 
Office Staff – Megan Krump 

  Sandy Last 

 Phone:  (920) 235-6616 

 e-mail:  office@standrewsoshkosh.org 

Youth Director – Patty Koplitz 

 Phone:  (920) 420-5616 

e-mail:  pattykoplitz@gmail.com 

Choir Director – Brenda Francis 

Organist – Sandy Last 

Caretaker – Pat Coates 
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